
Michael Weston King
i-i i iorvr RAtsE MY EoY To BE A solDlER
Valve #2787
****
Protest music, but not os You know it

yetanotherchapt" , intnuuur i"J.areerofMichaelwestonKing,oneofBr i ta in 'strulygreatsinqersongwri iers 
He'sal l

theeclect iccountry-rockerour ing- i r ,eoulsortnecoodSonstoapowerful  
soloact( theclassicalbumADEcENTN'4AN al ' :

(on var ied albums ei ther recordei  l ive or whi le dart ing into studios on his constant US and European tours) or master oi : r

( the gorgeous IVly DARLTNG CLEM;NTINE, duets wi th partner Lou Dalgleish'  recorded with some of Br i ta in 's top players suc'

i "L in, ivu, f l " tandf iddlerBobLoveday,whichisst l l l tosett leona'1b"1) ^.--" , - : -^,+i . , . r^r . \ , ih^ i r rhalq6oc:man a';"1:;''::il:,;"i;';;;";;;;;i'iinu '"t""ion semsord and ":Y:1'.:l':l:i]l:i:ii:::::#"'.T::itrl.;
",ffif:;il?;i?;fi#ffi;"i;;;;;;;il";iir." '"rrp"nn"a 1iy,ill,:,'"i.:Tli:3::T.':*"j,i;l:il;"ji'-'|i:,::;;:i:');;:;;';::;;"; J;;s' "g iJ.rr,",.^dih;-irtte tract< ises ut:io yY'^'li'::,it^llll,*::"LlY:*:llii:I?iJ:::;:
i;,ffi:fi?fffi#ffi;'""ii;;;i1i:il;'Jil;"";;;i;;; ;;;;;;':"^llT::it1:13".::I^1:Tffi::^::,1l1,lilji;;;: =.-""l i , i ;. lJi]#]i i i ' '" ' ;";#;";;;;p.l i 'oi." i""r. "n 

steer;d mandorin,,euitaris,-l:11:"'u*n and rerrow s nse so's' ":.- '  -

vocals.Protestmusicforanewgenerat ion,butasheart- fe l tasanythingyou' l leverhear 'ND
www.michaelwestonkrng com

Lucky to PUt his everything into

singing with such deep passlon. With

f iddle and mandol ln,  th is is a great

country bal lad. 5n ug os a Bug lrif les

on i r r i tat ing wi th the saxoPhone

played by Mike Clark l f  your ears can

become immune to th is,  You wi l l  f ind

an excePt ional  countrY track wi th

some del ight fu l  mandol in playing by

Kathy Cook. Overal l ,  UP THE HIGHWAY

is very deep, wi th s low and sad

melodies l ike that on F/ood Seoson tn

Iexds but with tracks such as Ereaux

Bridge Btues, LuckY wil l certainlY

l i f t  your damPened mood. l f  Yo-

are af ter  a country album with s l ick

melodies,  but  wi [h manY int imdte

moments, LuckY Holloway's latest

release wi l l  be the perfect  sound for

you. CB
www.luckyhol lwaY com

Water Tower
Bucket BoYs
sOLE KITCHEN
Self-released
***
Unique toke on
old-timey mustc

This is qui te

Wes Weddell
BY THE SIDE
OF THE LAKE
Dusty 5hadows
Music
***
An album in need
of more work to
roise the overall
srcndard

is  unfortunately,  unworthY of  anY

awards.
Weddel l  has wr i t ten al l  of  the

songs except one, each tel l ing a

story. He starts off Remember When a

track that is a nice introduct ion His

vocals are sof t  and f i t  the song wel l

and is probablY the best song on the

1 1 track album. 8Y The Side Of The

Ldke the t i t le- t rack,  shows Weddel l

reaching some high notes which

ruins the son9. I  th ink he needs to

work on his vocals on some tracks

including By The Side Of The Lake, Not

Now, Got Out Some andThanksToThe

Mony.fhe unexPected female vocal

on the f inal  t rack didn' t  90 down too

wel l  on th is album. The song wasn' t

great anyway but the out of  tune

vocals f rom the female def in i te lY

made i t  worse, al though, the

harmonies sounded okay. The song is

bor ing and never-ending.

The album is unfortunately a

disappointment which is a shame as

i t  started out wel l  but  as i t  went on,

i t  became tedious and hard to l is ten

to.  Maybe on the next album, his

songwri t ing ski l ls  wi l l  have improved

alonqside his vocals.  AmYW
http:7/www.wesweddell.com/

Wil Forbis and
the Gentleman
Scoundrels
SHADEY'S
JUKEBOX
Rankoutsider
Records
*****
Bringing to mind
the best of They Might Be Giants, thts

is one damn fine olbum

This ent i re ly sel f -penned album by

Wil  is  something special .  His quirky

wri t ing sty le is somethinq to admire

because of  h is extraordinary ta lent to

bedazzle you with his superb lyr ics

and abi l i ty  to send the audience on

a whir lwind romance with his songs'

Based in Los Angeles,  he is jo lned

by fourteen other very ta lented

people who among them contr ibute

saxophone, sousaPhone, Piano, Pedal

steel ,  f iddle and what is descr ibed as

'al ien percussion' .

The Better Mon Won has a fine

energet ic,  b ig band sound This is

music to qet You uP on Your teet

and dance your t roubles away l t  has

a gospel  feel  to i t  at  t imes, and is

dJmonstrated best when towards the

end i t  evolves into an instrumental

tune which adds further credibi l i ty

to th is band's awesomeness Let 's Get

High on Jesus possesses an energetic'

t radi t ional  rock and rol l  sound but

with a tongue- in-cheek feel  to i t

An accomPlished band showing

their  comedic credent ia ls,  i t  must

be amazing to see this Performed
l ive especial ly to wi tness Cl i f f  Kane's

ef for ts on Pedal  steel .

l 'm not exact lY sure how Wil  d id i t ,

but  he is responsible for  wr i t ing some

superb mater ia l  which is performed

so wel l  you instant lY want to. lo in

a fan c lub of  h is and tel l  a l l  those

around you about th is excel lent

album. RH
www.wilforbis.com

Treasa
LevaSseur
LOW FIDELITY
Outside Music

****
Eosy-listening,
relaxing and
overoll, a good
olbum

Treasa Levasseur has Produced an

album that has the k ind of  music she

l ikes to l is ten to and many of  her new

and exist ing fans l ike th is sound too'

Treasa demonstrates her fantastic

vocals throughout th is album on a

ser ies of  (atchy t racks that st ick in

your head al l  daY and, once You have

l istened to i t ,  you wi l l  f ind yoursel f

s inging along in no t ime.

The album starts wi th HelP l \4e

Over which is a great start  The strong

vocals te l l  a storY about love, I ike

many of  her songs. Big Fat l \4outh

is a song that wi l l  be PoPular wi th

her audience. l t  is  a song about how

she has been in t rouble throughout

l i fe because of th ings she has said '

She relates to the l is tener by saying:

'those of You that got one too know

what l 'm talk ing about ' .

This album has a real  var ietY of

songs and is a del ight fu l  t reat  to the

ears.  lwas lef t  wan{ ing to hear more'

AmyW

Watermelon
Slim
RINGERS
Northern Blues
l\4 u sic
***
The continuing
eclectic, countrY
music journeY, but without leoving

the blues too for behind!

Sl im (Bi l l  Homans) covers Pret ty

much al l  bases in rural  roots muslc

on this album. He started oul  as a

country bluesman and, indeed was

much feted, but in recent t imes

coLf l r_,  : -  : ' :  : '  -  -

ESCAPE F'1" ' - - :  - -  :  :

startedths: : - : :  
- : l - :th is curren: a a --  

- . ' - '  a: '  .  :

furr l -e.- l - : ' .  i :  - -  - - i

gLrta I \ loLl-  :  -  ' -  - -
atro(phe'(  t : :  I  -

vocals there is a ." :  ' :  : - : -  :  -

country ish honkr - : :  -  '  ' : :  ,

despi te the mar '  . .  :  : : :  :  : :

instrum entat lo n.

Thereaeso":  ' : -  -

not  least  o 's 1lc-

HeWent loPa' , . . -  : - '  -

wi th al l  the sorro" ' .  a-  :  : . :  r -  :

that  the sro.y oE*:-  l .  - - -

protest  about Ihc =.  '  :  -

importance;n th= * 
-  : -  '

of t ra insinEndOfl ' :  - :  -

sel f -wr i t ten s l ight l .  '  : :  :

of  PleaseTakeThis Cr:  : -  : ' - '

dangers of  ioolaro ' .  -  
" :

Reach Nirvana, whrc^ -  -  -  : -  -

the late Kurt  cobarr  '  
- r  = I  -

honky-tonk songs d cr '  :  -

or two,truckdr ivngs-- :  : '  -

t iming songs includ'n: : -  ,  :

Cowboys Are Comro'  : :

just  about everY tYP'- ' ' : :  -

inhabi ts th is bluesY coL--  -  -  '

Nlostof themus;cia i  ' :  - -

a lbumarefromNasn' i  : :  -  - -

is  none of the glossv s ' ; : -  -  -

associated with thar c i ' )  -  -  '

is  a good album, not Frc:  :

in sty le but wel lworrh a ' : ,
i f  th is journeY cont inLAs :  :  -

much for his next album Mik€ r ' l

www.watermelonsl im cor

a quirky album, and doesn' t  real lY

sound l ike your typical  b luegrass/

acoust ic album. Water Tower Bucket

Boys are verY talented, and must

sound great l ive;  th is album being an

excel lent  showcase for their  abi l i t ies

Songs tend to start  s low then uP the

tempo for the chorus and then come

back down to s low again.  Waltzes

are a dime a dozen on here,  and are

expert ly performed, br inging with i t

the feel  of  o ld- t imey records,  and you

would swear that  banjo is echoing

down the years f rom the golden age

of Appalachian music.  Not qui te as

modern as the Steeldr ivers or the

Notor ious Str ingdusters,  Water Tower

Bucket Boys don't try to ape any artist

ln part icular,  but  br ing their  own feel

and uniqueness to the record DJ

Tori Sparks
THE
SCORPION IN
THE STORY
Glass Mountain
Records-
GMR644167077620
***iJ

Vocals that are

drenched in emotton
Nashvi l le resident Tor i  5Pa" :_-  :  :

just  re leased her th i rd a 'bu*

is a concept album made LD -  - '

s tor ies f rom the road, each sc -  :

being wri t ten about a rea P'  :

and each one being f 'o-  a c ---  -

c i ly .Tol lTowers is a murder b;  -

wi th an under lYing sensual  
"  

- -

wi th passion over a bed of  1az: '  :

includes some great banjo f r :  -

Kimbrough as wel l  as a t rem€ -

drum rhythm from Steve Bot ^ :

Tor i 's  vocals are outstanding ;-  l

is  by far  the best t racl  on t l re '  . :  
-

Another top t rack is the Pov €'-  '

Wes Weddel l  is  a s inqer

songwri ter  f rom Seatt le who has won

a few awards for Previous albums

and his songwri t ing BY THE SlDE oF

THE LAKE is his fourth release and
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